CATHOLIC BISHOPS” CONFERENCE OF ENGLAND AND WALES

Reflection Document for the Clergy on Marriage and Family

The ti me between the two synods has been cal
di scernment o on t he thd saaety loftodag.n The Bishaps of Bnglaneé antd i |
Wales ask the clergy of our countries to reflect on the importance of marriage and the role of the
clergy in accompanying of people on their journey of marreage as families The Synod next

year has té title The Vocationand the Missionof the Family in the Church and in the
Contemporary World.

As clergy, we meet people at various stages of tlwmation and journeyWe meet many couples

who are living together when they bring their children to be baptised. Ntitesé couplebave
thought about being married tdrey mayhave previous marital relationships which have broken
down which they have leftWe encounter cqules at thestage of engagememtho come to us
seeking the celebration of marriage in the Chule are witnesses tthe celebration of the
marriagewhich is a joyful expression of the commitment and love that the couple have for each
other We are part bthe onward expression of life and loees the couple form a home, often are
blessed with children, and seek our support and help to bring faith to the children and the family as
a whole. This is often manifested through the ongoing celebrations ofaitrarments obaptism,
reconciliation and Holy Communionith the children born of the marriagé/e also meetamilies

in times of crisis such as divorce, or when they present for the baptism of children and sacraments
after havingoeen divorced and now dily married. Sometimes people tell their story when they are
very ill and preparing for deathVe meet people at many different stagé$amily life which are

often not <c¢cleanly defined in this way wnsed do
to think.
The Synodinal documentrom last Octobec al | s us to echo Jesusd ow

what we could see as the messiness of family life in the contemporary world; we are, like Jesus, to
look” ...upon t he women dovadandtenderngss$ accompeany]ngvthetr steps with
patience and mercy, in procl ai mbynay Ddaciment,dl® ma n o
The Synod does not shirk from the truth of the Gospel and the Kingdom, urging us to make the
fidemands of the Kgdom of God b u't this must be accompanied
seeindfirstly persois who are loved by Godnd secondlytheir situatios. As Saint John Paul Il

almost twenty years ago wrote\eritatis splendo®5:

a c¢l ear and ioh a marattfutlh tan pevee & sapdraded from a profound
and heartfelt respect, born of that patient and trusting love which man always needs along
his moral journey, a journey frequently wearisome on account of difficulties, weakness and
painful situatims. The Church can never renounce the "the principle of truth and
consistency, whereby she does not agree to call good evil and evil ghedhust always
be careful not to break the bruised reed or to quench the dimly burning witk42f3).

Pope Fancis has invited reflection on the ways in which we accompany people so tHay-step
they may come to understand the call of Christ and the way in which they are to live in their lives.
How do wereach out to people in their very diverse situatfons

St Augustine, the Bishop of Hippo and Doctor of the Truth of the Church, offers us a way of
looking at the Churclfrom his age whichs still relevant today. Thel@irch in North Africa was



ruptured in the early fourth century bye Donatisheresy. St Augustine spoke against this heresy

in the Council of Carthage in June 41TheDonat i sts believed that th:i
the purgd u n c o nt admssenteon thase whg betrayed their Christian fadllring a period

of perseation. They all eged that the Catholic Church
their ancient link with those who in the persecution a century earlier consigned the Sacred
Scri pt urteedraditoes 61 re, 0

Two parables from pMaetrt hedvosf igpwrmpel pr arhianent |
writings in this bitter disputehe wheat and the targsv 24-30), and that othe net gathering fish
of evey kind (47-50).

The followers of Donatus wanted no contact whatever with Catholics whonb#ieyed were
contaminated and could nogpresent the Church of ChrisThey considered themselves the sole
representatives of the true Church because of their steadfastness during the perSeakitigrhis
cuefrom the parable of the wheat and tafagyustine argued strongly and insistently patience

and toleranceand that to uproot the tares would mean damaging the good seed aAuwggelktine

was following what the mas,ted ingatheringtthe¢arepyauraob | e
up the wheat along with theni®3:29) Answering the assertion that the Catholic Church accepted
and acquiesced to the prase of sinners in its midsAugustine maintained that good Catholics
would not be affectetdy sinnersprovided they did not imitatéhe behaviour of such peopl&he

master in the parable was also content to wait until harvest time when a final separation would take
place: the tares would be tied in bundles and burnt, whereas the wheat would be gathered into the
barn. Augustine interpted this as referring to the last judgement when Christ himself would
separate the good from the bad once and for all.

In his understanding of the other parable, that of the net thrown into the sea and catching fish of
every kind, Augustine again higghts the necessity of waiting until the final reckoning or
judgement when the angels will separate the evil ftmrrighteous. It is not for us to make rash or
premature conclusionsAugustine makes another interesting point: when the net is cashensea

the fisherman has no idea which are good fish and which are not since they remain out of sight.
That will only become evident when they are sifted on the seasWirat Augustine implies is that

we are not in a position in thigd to pasgudgement on others. My Christ can see the full picture

and will reveal it on judgement day.

Throughout this whole controversy with the Donatists, Augustine apfoealeace and unity in the
C h u r dtom now @n live in the harmony of peace, adherartity, acquiesce in charity, yield to
the truthd Ad Qonatistas post Collationerh8,24)

In preparation for theaext Synod such key words of St Augustine can help us move the debate
beyond particularly difficult issues and set theaene issues in aiaer context. The Church is

called to proclaim the peace of Christ to his people, and to the weeddple need and want to hear

this proclamation, in their often confused and fragmented liv€éee concept of charity is a

hal |l mar k of A ugvhatetthealogy.Carf chakty qdl@wvous to live with difference,
without diminishing what is essential to our Catholic faithhe ancient dictum of unsure
provenance breathes the spirit of Augustinieerty in what is doubtful, unity in what is essential,

and charity in everythinddugusti neds own personal journey t«
at times he despaired of finding it, before he gradually came to it in piecemeal fashion and by the
kindness and witness of others. In a rapidly develowioidd, particularly where moral autonomy is
concerned, we need patience and tolerance before clarity and truth entergo e o p.l eds | i v



THE JOURNEY OF ACCOMPANIMENT
Accompanying couples in the stage efigagement

The responsibility for a good aridll preparation of couples for marriage lies with the priest. Some
feel that this is often a time consuming task but in many ways the heart of the preparation is not
only the couple getting to know the priest, but the priest knowing the couple so tizat address

any possible misconceptions about marriage that the couple have.

The Synod noted that the whole Christian community should be involved in the preparation of those

t o be marri ed. There shoul d be s pence fofi ¢ p
participation in ecclesial |l i fe and thorough
Document, 38).

There is an emphasis on the formation in theuest especially chastity which promotes growth in
genuine love between the couplée couple should examine the essence of mutuagsatig at

the heart of a marriage, which is rooted in Baptism and images the relationship between Christ and
his Church. They are gifts to each other and find completeness in one another and ietimeis®p

to God.

Questions for reflection:

1 How important do you see preparation for marriage today in your pastoral ministry?

1 Do you feel that you have had sufficient training to prepare couples for marriage?

1 How do you engage married couples in tingportant process, so that it truly becomes a
whole community celebration of marriage and family life?

What, in your experience, is the attitude to couples to marriage preparation?

Do you find the ambiguity present in many couples who come for marriagéhét they are
already living together, that they may already have children) difficult to approach with

t hem? Do you feel you can challenge them
1 What resources have you found to be most useful?

1
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Accommnying couples irand through the celebration of their Marriage

The final part of the oO6i mmedi ated marriage pt
celebrating the sacramentgiving and receiving their consent, making their voeschanging

rings. Part of this period includes reflection on the Liturgy for the Rite of Marriage and choosing
which of the three forms of the RianuptialiMass,mo st
Celebration of Christian Marriage outsideMass, A Marriage ServiceThe liturgical and spiritual
catechesiat this pointcan offer guidancéhrough thechoice of Scripture readings and music for

the wedding.  Opportunity may be provided, where appropriate, for couples to receive catechesis
and celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation at this stage too.

The couple celebratheir Marriagewithin the Liturgy, in the presence of witnes$eabeir families

and friends. The celebration of the wedding is important as this gives opportonity f
evangelisation, especially for those guests of the couple who do not normally come to Church or
who have no faith.

Questions for reflection:

1 How do you approach the celebration of the marriage with the couples you prepare?



1 Do you use the time to lise appropriate catechesis in choosing readings and hymns for the

celebration?

Does the subject of confession and reconciliation get addressed with couples?

Do you craft a homily for the celebration based on the readings and your knowledge of the

couple,making sure that there is a message for everyone present?

1 How do you engage the parish community in marriage celebrations? Do you invite
parishioners to these marriages or do they stand alone outside the liturgical life of the
community?

1 Do you make marages known through effective use of parish mediaewsletters,
websites, social communication?
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Accompanying those whose marriages break down

The Pope invites us to reflect on our pastoral practice with those Catholics whose marriage
relationship has broken down and who have separated or divorced. What is the your pastoral
practice if they remarry civilly?

Questions for reflection:

1 How do youaccompany those whose marriage relationship is breaking down? What are the
sources of help and assistance? Do you refer them to others?

1 How do people who are divorced experience being a part of the Church? How are they
welcomed and included?

9 Ifpeoplecore t o you who are |living in 6édsecond u
they come to the sacraments? How do you help them to approach the marriage tribunal? Are
there cases where you think theyght be welcomed tédoly Communioneven though their
objective situation has not been remedia®/hat might they be?

1 How can the Church witness to being a Church of mercy and truth.

Accompanying people whioave homosexual tendencies

Within our parish familieshere are thospeople whohave a samsex attraton; some struggle

with recognising their sexuakientaton many try to | i ve fortheemmbdthhur ct
ci vil partnership and fAmarri age 0TheaGhech poeptsi bl
peoplewho are attracted to others of tk@mesex whilst not reducing their identity to this single
aspectandcalls them to chaste friendship.

Questions for reflectian

1 How do you minister to thospeoplewho have homosexual tendenciasd help them to

integratetheir sexuabrientatior?

How do you ministeto their familiesAVhat is the experience that the bishops need to hear?

What is your approach when people who arsamesexpartnerships approach the Church

for welcome and inclusion?

1 Do you find the whole issue of sarsex relationBips difficult and would like help and
guidance on how to minister to these people effectively

T
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Conclusion

These reflections will aid the processtafe spiritual discernmenthat the Holy Father has asked
the Church to engage in between the two Synod meetings. The Church can never abstract itself



from the world in which we live in, but weitnessto the truth of faith that the Lord gave um

doing this work, we should $te to live by the precepts of St Augustine, of patience and tolerance,
seeking the truth in charityThe Synod of Bi shops i sbycasedfullyed t
surveying the signs of the times, we are making every effort to adapt ways and metltoo t h e
growing needs of our time and the changing conditions of saxietyt Apost ol i ¢ Mot
Apostolica Sollicitudd3. PaulV1).

By reflecting on the pastoral situation of marriage, the clergy contribute to the process of the synod.
One way thathis could occur would be through:

Personal reflection and common discussion of the issues raised at your deanery meetings.
Collating the issues raised through the deaneries for a further focussed discussion at the
Council of Priests

1 Submitting to the B hops6é6 Conference a short report
discussions that the clergy have held.

1
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Please send any reports to be reviewed by the Synod Delegates for England and Wales by Pentecos
2015. This will enableCardinal Nichols (Westminstegnd Bishop Doyle (Northampton) to be
informed by the responses for the debates and discussions at the Synod in Rome in October 2015.



