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Ȭ"Å ÍÅÒÃÉÆÕÌ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÓ ÙÏÕÒ &ÁÔÈÅÒ ÉÓ ÍÅÒÃÉÆÕÌȭ ,ÕËÅ ϊȡχϊ 

 

What is a Holy Year? 

Holy Years have been part of the life of the Church for the last thousand years.  

Most recently we have had a Year of Faith, of St Paul, of the Eucharist, the 

Word of God, and of Consecrated Life.   ! ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƻǊȅ ΨWǳōƛƭŜŜ ¸ŜŀǊΩ Ƙŀǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 

resonance, and these have been declared in the life of the Church every 

twenty-five years.   All Holy Years are rooted in the idea of special years found 

in the Old Testament, woven into the history of the People of God, telling of 

DƻŘΩǎ ǳƴŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǊŎƛŦǳƭ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻŦ their 

journey together.  Historically the declaration of such years required the 

people to respond in ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ 

from their goodness and wealth, for the care of others.  For example, at the 

end of every three years, a tenth of all produce was distributed to refugees, 

widows, orphans.  At the end of every seven years, all debts were to be 

cancelled.  Every fifty years, specially designated ΨWǳōƛƭŜŜΩ ȅŜŀǊǎ were 

celebratedΦ  hŦǘŜƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ Ψ¸ŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǳǊΩΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ 

cancellation of debts, freeing all slaves, and returning land to its original 

owners.  Jesus, in the early days of his ministry, stood up in the Synagogue in 

Nazareth, and read from the Prophet Isaiah,  

Ψ¢ƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ƻƴ ƳŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ƎƻƻŘ 

news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 

recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of 

ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǳǊΩΦ (Luke 4:18-19) 

Jesus finished at that point, without concluding the quote from Isaiah, looked 

up and said  Ψ¢ƻŘŀȅ  ǘƘƛǎ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎΩ (Luke 4:21).  
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Jesus, in himself, his life, death and resurrection, is the living message of  the 

everlasting  Jubilee of Mercy. 
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άaŜǊŎȅΥ ǘƘŜ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǊŜƳŜ ŀŎǘ ōȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ DƻŘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǳǎέ MV 2 

From the very earliest days of his papacy CǊŀƴŎƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ƻŦ ΨƳŜǊŎȅΩ as 

central ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  ΨaŜǊŎȅΩ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀōǎǘǊŀŎǘ ƛŘŜŀΩ, but is the way Jesus asks us to 

follow him, something very real and active, to be lived out every day:  Ψbe 

merciful just as your Father is merciful (Luke 6:36).   In his announcement of 

the Jubilee Holy Year, the Pope quotes Pope John ··LLLΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ on the opening 

of the Second Vatican Council, urging the Church to ΨǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ ƻŦ ƳŜǊŎȅ 

rather than taking up the arms of severity,Ω offering the image of the Good 

Samaritan.  The Pope has chosen to begin the Year of Mercy on 8th December, 

the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, and significantly, the fiftieth 


