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What is a Holy Year?

Holy Yearbave been part of the life of the Chalr for the last thousand years.

Most recentlywe have had Year of Faithof StPaul,of the Eucharistthe

Word of Godandof Consecrated Life! OSf SO NI (12NBE WWdzo At S
resonance, and these have been declared in the life of the Church every

twenty-five years. All Holy Yearare rootedin the idea ofspecialyearsfound

in the Old Testamentyoven into the history of the People of Gaellingof
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journey togeher. Historically the declaration of sugharsrequired the
peopletorespondild Sy SNRaA (& G2 D2RQa f20So ¢ K
from their goodness and wealth, for the careathiers. For example, ethe

end of every three years, a tenth of all produce was distributed to refugees,

widows, orphans. At the end elvery seven yars, all debts weréo be

cancelled.Every fity years, specially designat&éiWwdzo A f ®e8eQ & S| N&
celebratedb hTiSy RSaONAOGSR |a F W SIN 27
cancellation of debts, freeing all slaves, and returning land to its original

owners. Jesus, in the early days of his ministry, stood up in the Synagogue in
Nazareth, and read from the Prophet Isaiah,
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news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedarthi® prisoners and

recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of
0KS [ 2 NRKuke 41490 2 dzNX ®

Jesus finished at that point, without concluding the quistan Isaiah, looked
upandsaid¥¢ 2 R @ONR KA @&NBE A& 0SAYy@ukgd2)FAf £ SF
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Jesusin himself, his life, death and resurrectiaa the livingnessage of the
everlasting Jubilee of Mercy.
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Pope Francis Announces a Holy Year of Mercy j O- EOA ORUkisDA E A A
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Fromthe very earliest days of his papa@NJ Y OA & KIS NERIRD] Sy 27
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follow him, something very real and aeti, to be lived out every dayBe

merciful just as yourdther is merciful (Luke 6:36)In his announcement of

the JubileeHoly Year, the Pope quot®ope John - L L L Qcn th& agénBigd K

of the Second Vatican Council, urging the ChimdHdza S G KS YSRA OA Y
rather than taking up the arms of sevet{iyffering the image of the Good
Samaritan.The Pope has chosen to begin the Year of Mercy on 8th December,

the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, and significantly, the fiftieth
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