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Step One We Gather in a Welcoming Space

1 Decide on the best time, before or after school, evening or weekend
f Welcome and introductions for everyond€ | YA f & FTBNJ YS AaAXXO
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Holy Years for Eucharist, The Word, Faith, St Paul, and Consecrated Life. Special years a
found in the Old Testamento do with givingrom what you have time and money and

energy- 12 OF NB FT2NJ 20KSNAO® | WYWdzo Adelébgated S N
every 50 yearsJesus in his early ministry stood up in the Synagogueeadifrom the
. 22171 2 TThelSailit &f th&ord Wupon me, to@o F AY | 8 SFNJ 2F (K

Jesus himselfis tHeumanW ¥ I OS Q f 2 P A AR Q theyciRyMerayss nat Bighply
LI NI 2 T ¢ B Reimy JesibSks us to follow him, lived out every desy.
baptised Christians, we are soakadthe mercy of God, so that we can be merciful
ourselves. Pope Francis announced the Year of Mercy, tisanm8" De@mber 2015 to
20 November 2016. The whole yemra special opportunity to think about mer@and how
we live it in our relationshipgt home, at work, in our parishes, in our world.

Step Two: We Look At Our Experience
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1 Other people have said that mercy is abdaging generous with love; & something
you giveand receive; @ going the extra mile; & being kind & compassionate.

In our Catholic tradition we describe being merciful &s/e in action(feedingthe hungry,
giving drink tathe thirsty andclothesto those who have none, welcomitige stranger,
healing the sick, visiting those in prison, oigthe dead)

2§ | f & 2meiiluldo bd tileg® dorothers (when there is confusion and doubt; to
educateout of ignorance and povertyo be close andjivecomfortto lonely and grieving
people; to forgive; to be patient and pealowing to pray for one another, living and dead
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Why do we start the Year of Mercy with Mary? What do you think?

No-one undestands the amazing things that God has done for us quite like Maogl

chose Mary to be the Mother dhe Sonof God{ KS ¢ & (KS 2y S GoK 2
asked her! She was the one who carried the baby in her womb, and gave birth to Jesus,
WIS 2F GKS CléestisSobRet MarySINawizaQ @ K I's lbvels2ike,Q
coming as a human baby, anbging to a man as son of Mary. In his wholedifas

words, actions, his entire persowWS & dza aK26a dza ¢ KI O Ahe NBI
Cl § KSNXI ANhaziebsees de¥us seés the Father. Mary points to Jesus, knowing h
A& W¢ fofus fo follo@ Mary visit€Elizabeth early on in her pregnancy, asidgs a
greathymnofi KI y1 & | YR LINI} A & S doorstepDi2kRS 2ay2 yKIHB NU &0 21
loving kindness and mercy twer, and poured out tgrandparents, parents and children,
down all the generations, right to us!

7 E A Otd.ike In Our Family?

1 How do we feel when we hear the news that someone is the faisigoing to have a
baby? What difference does a baby make in a family? To the parents?
Grandparents? Brothers and sisters? Aunts, uncles and cousins?

1 And when they are @rn, what is it like to see the balbgr the first time, and to hold
him or hef? What are our hopes and dreams for them?
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Step Three: We listen z the Word of God (see pictures on back page)

Invite someone to read the story, slowly. Ask everyone to listen and see what catches t
attention ¢ a word, phrase oripture that stays witithem. Use a bible, marking the pages
in advance (Luke 1:282, 36, and 3914)or read from the text box below
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The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man na
Joseph, and hernamewas Maly.S ¢Sy G Ay FyR alFlAR (42 KSNE wwSe?
{KS 461 a4 RSSLXe& RAAGAINDSR o6& GKSaS g2NRa FyR I aj
I FN} ART @2dz KI @S 62y D2RQa TheadeesdaNand ypuiniust Sayhéihim JRsus.
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the angel left her.
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v.3944: Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill country of Judah. She went int\N
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have. When you spoke, the baby within menped! Something wonderful is going to happen with ybaby
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for he has done great things for me, and Holy is his Nalrie faithful love and mercy extends to all
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Step Four: We Respond

1 What did you see or notice in this story? What word or phrase or picturehtauagir

attention?2 KIF G Wg2NJ a 2F YSNOeQ OFy @&2dz ARS

1 What did you like best? | wonder what it was like for Mary, hearing she was to hav
baby? | wonder what she waoking forward to? What was shweondering about?
1 She made a visib her cousin Elizabeth. How did they help each othéffio is

€ c
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people.2 K4 R2Sa al NEPQa azy3a ale G2 @&2dxK
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1 lwonder what it is like to be IN this story? Ambdat thisstory tells us about our
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Step Five: We Mix it Together

In this Holy Year of Mercy, Pope Francis is asking us to be more aware of theenaays w
f20Ay3 YR 1 AY RUhat AONDUMEINIOA Fdzf Q (2 20K
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1 Being welcoming to visitors and looking after them?
1 Noticing when we hurt one another, and saying sorry, meaning it, and asking for
forgiveness?

9 Being close to people when they arenfused about something, evorried or
lonely?

Step Six: What Might We Do Differently Or New This Week?

1 What kind, loving act might we do for someone else?

Step Seven We Pray

Leader:2 S &A 0 ljdzASGft&@ F2NJIF Y2YSydIX NPASWEOS!
think aboutthe AngeR & | y y 2 deyMarg & ¢gad has chosen her to be the Mother

of Jesus, the face of merdy,y R K Slétustisk $1arpta pray for us and our families and
communiteg F2NJ 2dzNJ 26y W, SaQ (2 akKINAYy3 D2RCG
Il T Af al NEXODOD

Leader Heavenly Father, your love and mercy are for everyone, without exception. May
we ourselves be the face of mercy for others. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, oul
Lord and Saviour. AMEN.

God of Surprisedd 2 G A0S K2g YI ye ( appgedra in ihekpfayess DR
Mass. e.g. #the beginningof Mass after asking forgiveness for the ways we have hurt ong
another, we hear the words of the priest:

Way Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life
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Step Three: We listen z the Word of God (see pictures on back page)

Pictures for Step Three: We listen z the Word of God

Here are two pictures, one old, one modern. What do you notice?

1 The Annunciation of the Angel Gabriel to Mary
1 The Visitation bMary to her cousin Elizabeth

Which picture do you like best? What is each picture telling you about Mary? And about
9f Al F0oSUKK l YR F062dzi o0SAy3 WYSNOA FdzZ Q

What do the pictures say about how you care for each other in gour family life?

FraAngelico,The Annunciation1436) Wikipedia Commons
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