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Background

As Christians, understanding ‘mercy’ i s cQemraltodhk t o
my s t e r y bainfismemydiThesacredscriptures tell the story o6 o doveswhelming loveand favour for his

people across alime, particularly evident at # most difficult points in ouhistory. We see in the twists and turns

of the story of the people of God, amdouro wn st ories that God’s mercy is a
“turning awWagsalwaysthis ptan to sane us from the consequences of our fralties deafness, our
blindness, our sheer selfishnesand the Saviour is the Word of God, made flesh in Je®us hear it from the lips

of StJohn,

WC2NJ D2R a2 f 23 SRhisipreSnddyNsbnRthatiwhbeter délBvedin him shall not perish but
have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world
0 K N2 dz3 KlohK 3:16)b ¢

We cannot place limits on God who is alwayadyto pour out his loving kindness, always seeking watiting, to
welcome, embrace anfibrgive. Mercy is the way God comes to meet us, as Pope Eisa in hisnnouncement

of the Extraordinary Jubilee of MercMisericordiaeVultus Mercyis the bridge that connects us with God. If we
take time to reflect on the word ‘mercy’ as used in
open our hearts to the gredgenderness, compassion amdpe God offers- to know and findhat we are loved

forever,in spiteof our stumbling in the dark, ouiaults andfailings. (SeeMV2)

4EA x1T OA OiI AOAUS
The word¥ K S dn3HBfew, translated 8¢ S f iIS® 4 @r e mikericordian di ' d.iav é m , a \irmosme r cy

modern Englishbles A | we mean when we think about ‘mercy’ c:
word.l f you google *mercy’ you will find words |ike ¢
to feel a depth of kindness that makeswo f or gi v e . ‘Mercy’ is a word that
“humanity Thien ' 'iattitude of mercy’ is basic to Hebrew

It is easier to understand what thelebrew and Greek wordsesed a n 8 t ScavérBy looking at tle passages in
scripture where they aresed, and takig the other words used round thein different situatios as ‘ cl ues
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meaning. The basic meaning does not change. Itasoo f t hos e *‘ baodouronsightsisage’ wor ds
developed over hundreds of years.

4 EA ‘,|'M'|'\ O,Q ‘A,T |’A|' ~'|'AT‘| I I T QCDAEOA
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Over the Jubilee Year, you may like to take each mercy-word combination given in this
resource and reflect
1 How does thisneaningring true in your experience?
1 What relationship®r situationsr e qu i r e t hi slInyoorfamily bfd? In‘youreparish? In
the wider community?
T Howmight hi s ‘expanded’ me ani n g poatticatliving outvobtined
Jubilee yepg in family, parish, and wider community?

me

Mercy in the Old Testamentz( AAOAx O( AOAAG

1. Mercy asstanding firm or in solidarity with , loyal and dependable
Usedwi t h ore fmmat tmhaningbfhesedsc onnect ed wi'staiding fisrwithi daft i t gV
‘making someone dependableltis something you can activellp for others, orfor God (Gen 24:12 or Gen
40:14) Itissomething that is expected as part of good human relationshipa returning of a kindnesise.
you have receive mercy, be merciful in your turnits not something yohaveto do, but something you
chooseto do from a generous heartE.g L ot ’"warnimgguien sotleave Sodom wagyreathesed(Gen
19.19theguestanch o st become ‘| i kroddflzogpitality during the pe

2. Mercy with Justice
‘adzA Lari Q justice’ i s thkgS&Sd® uBath ard pareofthepcontsionafiheart g s |
that God demands, iklosea 12:7to return to God, maintain love and justicendwait for your Go& | way s’
(NIV Biblg, and Micat6:8a d d s it Y u mi léte thewvithgf God, t o act justly, and
wal k humbl y (WVBible. Ths is how Goddléals with humanity, and asks humanity to see
these virtues as a duty. They disted as the attributes of a leader (Ps 101:1). The judge is a deliverer,
revealinpGod’' s will to save! (Gen 19.19, 40:14)

3. Mercy with livingamorallife ¢ OOECEOAT 001 AGOS
511 bKQ' r i ghused withhesedssirst attributed to God whoshowsthis dakahhesedio people
doing their best to live moral livek. t al so | i n keekoutands&vetit lost (Pw36/1,M01@-14,
143:11) This'righteoushesedlsalso an attribute of a human ruler,Zavidic king, establishing a threfls
16:5 and Proverbs 20:20). Thesedof a king is shown in hgense of justice andght-judgment seeking
the welfare of his people

4. - AOAU AO7 EI 1A 4t britpAP@akd
‘ Sada Q will to sid v e pe@advheausadwitn HeseddestribésGod whose help is
near(Ps 85:), readyto ‘save us from all harm and bring ymace (Ps 85:11By contrast, were God
takes away hit¥ K S &I&$trQ, love opity from the people, there is lack of comfort and consolation,goy

gladness, and no mo¥ & | foro&ake. (Jer 16:5)
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5. Mercy asMutual feelings of lovehA HOOT OEAI 6 h AEOET A AT A EODI
W S is$fiedassociated witldeepfeelings and love (Jemiah2:2), e.g. Inthe description othe Bride
Israel s f doeGodandGod s forahe Bride (Jer 31:3) Go d '’ -leving action far lumanity is
described in terms of an engagement or ‘betrotha
hesedove to one anothee.g. Zechariah 7;9 aadniinister true justice; show mercy and compassion to one
another. Do not oppress the widow or orphan, the alien or the poor. In your hearts do not think evil of each
20KSNDQ

6. Mercy asgut-wrenching compassion & forgiveness z as betweenparents and children
Wi S aithRQIT K O keriemi me awoi by ‘desaribes literally gutwrenching mercy with
compassion This isusedparticularly with reference to relationships of parents and childrand those who
are helplesglike children)r hawe suffered ilifortune. Itc o mpar es God’' s 4wdd cy t o
relationship of mercy (Ps 103:11B) For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for
those who feahim'* as far as east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. As
father has compassion on his children, so the Lord hapassion on those who fear hinG o dsaving
action comes fronG o dgutsvrenchinghesedove (Is 63:7) and also describes thisraeliteslove for each
other (Zec 7:9). Thesalnist appealgo the everlastindiesedoving compassionf God thatoverwhelms
any turning away and is fudf forgivenesgPs 25:6, 40:12, 51:3%everal psalms that appeal to tfism of
heart-wrenching parenc h i | & S & IBVR @lating to forgiveness, Pss 23:6, 25:6, 40:11, 51:11.

Hesed rahminfrehemwomb)is the compassionate, heastretching forgivinglove we areall to have,

most obviouslyllustrated in relationsips in the home.

7. Mercy asO# 1 O A 1- &vbwOatbond, a promise of faithful love , God abounding in love
Y| SaSRQ MWD 2 GESFRpyaidmef&thful love of God towards those who lo@od and keep his
commandmentgExodug20:6). In Isaial(55:3) the Covenant itself is calledK S & Roth preserves and
d e mon st r aevedastingJaitlfulnesand love ‘I will make an everlasting covenant with you, my
FILAGKTAdZA 23S (AUhBréedadapRia Sagh 7:55; 1KINGE3 s 89.2%9s34,50. WI SaSRQ
covenantal lovén God is stronger thanesedin humanity— God isconstantlyready to forgive and tduild
relationships, even when people attempt to destroy then@God expects us to sholesedtowards God
through listering, acknowledging Godnd loving God, rather than unfaithful love for Gadich is like an
early morning mist that disappears(Hosea 4:1, 6:4, 6)

8. ' TAGO AEAOAAOAO EO OEAOAAG] tosdhedAU AO ' 1 /
Al'l God’s dealings wi%kKkS&SRaddsimahdimtiativesto psotechamd saveu p
from harm.e.g. Isaiah 54:8, 55:3, Jeremiah 33:11, Micah 7.20; Psalms 85:8, 90:14, 100:5, 106:1, 107:1.
Hesedsthe key to understanding theharacter of God. Hesedis not only coveant love which is
affectionate andaithful, uniting the partners in the covenant, bistalso the will tomove towardscovenant
love i.e. a broad, all embracing movement of the will to do good, rooted in a gesdrfehe heart, the
wellspring of love and kindnessg.g. Isaiah 54:1&hough the mountains may be shaken and the hills be
removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my covenant of peace removed, kays the
who has compassion onydsaiah63.7L g At f GStf 2F GKS 1Ay Riydghaahdsa 2
R2YySX | OO2NRAYy3 (G2 KAa O2YLI aaizy FyR YlIye& 1AYRY
Jeemiah31.31 have loved you with an everlasting love; | have drawn ytulawing kindnessMicah 7.18cf

't is worth noting Tie mNa 2tFheah&vifiy igsgebliRidbevarence for God being in awe of his power, is seen as the starting point
to finding real Wisdom, e.g. see Job 23:23, Proverb® Iwfiere there are exhortations tembrace wisdomV[ A A G Sy Y& a2y (G2 @&2dzNJ FI
y2i F2NBIFI1S &2d2NJ Y20KSNAR (S OKAy3ID ¢KSe gAaff 6S I ALNIFYR (G2 3INIOS &2
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‘Whois a God like you who pardons aind forgivesi NI y A ANBaaA2y X &2dz R2 y20
delight to show mercy. You wllave compassion on us and treawtr sins underfoot and huolur iniquities

into the dephs of the sea. au will be true to Jacob and show mercy to Abralaanyou pledged to our
FIOKSNAR Ay. Rreéa t2y3 32Q

AEA x17 OA Oi RewAestamdatiz G@ekDd %l AT 08
L8 OBDAIT natdd Hevealedin* AOOO EO OEA OEADAUBAE OEA

The word most often translated as ‘Whd rSdighOdntainsatmbooh Ne
broader meaning t haof SigifagGhently inked fo the Beadthaopupderatandings of the

Hebrewword!K S& 8 R@s|l ated as ‘mercy’ in the Old Testament
However, h the New Testamentye can see much more cleadlge‘9 f So2@oftas * God’ s—itsavi ng
precedes, accompanies and bri ngs tindesgesfonspvinghtmaratynfrorn h e

seltruin, selfishness and greed, and all ensuing hdbni2 R Qa  Yh&dédisible, fevealed throughthe person of
Jesumf Nazarettt Wi KS T OS 2 F(MViLK S Papk Brén8s\ebhiinuediseitoidi@e Vultus * Wh e n
everything had been arranged accord to his plan of salvation, Geént his only Son into the world, born of the
Virgin Mary, to reveal his |l ove for us in a definit

¢ 8 O gohekel rAodivated by limitless love

In a fully human understandinghewn to us in Jesushé wordmercy,eleos is intimately connected d 3‘F bdS Q
selfgiving love, ands lived outin the readiness to do good and to forgiv&s we have discaved in the Old

Testament reflectonsoh he wor d, o urer Egaelisina énougto describe time fullness of its
meaningt i s best accompani e d-andthistista@owerilrdaleldprneatwesn in tberNew |
Test amenSf Stapbe® imog i ‘v a in arounh more obvidu® ancdegparaythan we see in the Old
Testament

In all the Gospel accountdesus applies Hosea 6:6 as a model for his own attitadd actiors towards all those
he meets,andfor us too, in all our relationships and situations: RS&ANKE YSNOezI y20 &l ONJ

Year C,The Gospel of Luke

The Extraordinary Jubileef Mercy istaking placen Year C othe Sunday Cgle of scripture readingswith the
Gospel of St Lukat their heart Every week we have an opportunity to take some time out, and reflect on the
scriptures, with particular reference to the word

(AOA AOA OT 1T A AgAi Pl A0 1T £ OE AisusddinGhe Rdw x E
Testament:

1. Lukezmercy asthel T OET ¢ EET AT AOO 1 AflobiEdoutinfadizO 1 .
love of neighbour

The song of Mary, soon to be mother of Jesus, and the prophecy of Zechariahitéatieeof John the Baptist both

appearint he first Chapter of Luke’ s Gospel, and both ar

f20Ay3 ({AYRySaa u%inkgS téeed Nfoa T me dzbly D2 RQX L #0t3%2the i n t

proof of love of neighbouisin showing#? St i®2 2@ | pi ng those in need’
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In thisparable of theGood SamaritanJesus ask¥2 KA OK 2F (KSaS GKNBS R2 &2dz GF
gK2 TSttt Ayiz (GKS KIYyR& 2F NROOSNEKQ y¢ KS YRNLIS NIS &d3
wD2 YR R2 tA156A48

2. Matthew z mercy as an attitude of justice and faithfulness

Jesussready to associate with everyondth aneleosattitude, calling themto enterand live inthe kingdom of

God beginning now ittheir lives in the present moment.'9 f Si®a# inportant hallmark of the laof justice with

mercy, not to be neglectedlt serves as an examination of conscienceumall. W 9 { SghifeSbreadth and

tolerance against the rigid upholding ofsthew. WS & dz& A a | A Gy Saa G23StIS$@Ead2YSsS
expect from Gode.g(5:7)TheBeat i t 1 a8 SR I NB (GKS YSNDOA F;¢af13 the2chllingl K S &
of Matthew, and Jesusating with tax collectors ansl i n n kis reotthe healthy who need a doctor but the sick. Go
and learn what this mean# RS & A NB Y S Kabldhave/mdticome tdOINR Fik FOS ONR I K (R F) dza =
The disciples were hungry, eating the cdvhen criticized by tb Pharisees, Jesus uses the same word for mercy as
an attitude of justice:’L ¥ @2dz KFR 1y26y 6KIFIi GKS&S g2NRa YSIys Wi
condemned the innocent. For the Son of Man is Lord of the S&bagh33 ‘The mastdl) O f f SR (G KS & &
6AO01 SR aSNBIyidz L OIFIyOSttSR Ftf GKFdG RSo0dG 2F &2dN&
fellow servant justas | had onydu  H e r, mercgiggagomponent of the lawandbeing ready to forgiverém

the heart ThroughouMatthew chapter23, Jesus iadvising thepeople to obey the teachers of the law, but not to

do what they @, becausgv3-4 )they do not practice what they preach, and tie up heavy loads and put them on
YSy Qa &K 2 def tRefdElves aré mziiwilling<o lift a finger to move theaying to the Phariseds 23 ‘you

have neglected the more important matters of the la@ dza G A OS> YSNXO@& |yR FlLAGKTdzZ v

3. O %l Férd® és a demand of the Christian life: Love your neighbour as yourself .
Throughout his shotetter, St Jame®ncourages us:eg,listen to the Word, buthen do what it says Be quick to

|l i sten, sl ow to spe akshowsfdvauntisnttmthelichberanse thatimgultsythe poorioom’ t
God haghosen to be rich in faith and faherit the kingdom promisetb those who love him.James says loving

your neighbour as yourselfike key,'the royal law founded in Scriptu(28)yand as | ong yomare you
doing right’. He warns 2:12) ‘speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom
becauseydgment without mercyeleos) will be shown to gone who has not been merciful, ard1@ Wercy
6StS2a0 (N dzY LIKEQ:12) BEANTitessdeR @V S Y (JHY A SR 0 & Inlth®middR yfihe A & R
letter, chapter 3 (13L8) James refers to mercgleog asa component of wisdomsaying wu can tell a trulyise

person bytheir deedsdone in humility: ‘The wisdom that comes from heaven is ppeaceloving, kind and

considerate, full of mercy, and shows itself by doing good; nor is there any trace of partiality or hypocrisy in it

4, Owl AT 66 AO O'TAG0 xEIlT O OAOAG
This is the most frequent use WS f i6 thgiNw Testament,as echoed in the &s & B a i§ ReXdd Testament
I t i $PSG dduglswhichJesusomesto save humanityGo d i s moS§ fi SagabinG whatbvg
deserve. St Paul Sk &2 &®ids smimeirsctyr yb etihnrgo uag hh e'adlinhisg p «
great mercy.
Ephesians 2:Because of his great love for us, God who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when w
were dead in transgressiogsh &t A& o0& 3INI OS &2dz KI S o06SSy al gSRo
you have been saved through faith and this not from yourselves, it is the gift ophG®ogur worksx Q
1 Peter 1:3Fraisebethe God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth
into a living hope through the resu@ei A 2y 2 F WSadza / KNAad FNRY GKS RSI
Titus 3:5:When the kindness and love of God our Saviour appeared, he saved us, not because of the righteous
GKAy3a ¢S KI R R2YSZ; 20odrihiads 8:tninidey'6 K REF dZRKS NP RBRADE Q
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Philippian2:27Indeed he (Epaphrodituglas ill and almost died. But God had mercy on him, and not on him
only but also on me, to spare me sorrow ugorrow (if he had died

“l'n this Jubilee Year, may t he Qaiganddear e c
as a message and a sign of pardon, strength, aid, and love. May she never tire of extendir
mercy, and be ever patient in offering compassion and comfort. May the Church become
the voice of every man and woman, and repeat confidently withoue n d : ‘' Be mi
your mercy, O Lord, and your st qgrazdeivass t |

Further source of referencé€l) Dictionary of the Bible, John L McKenzie SJ (1995, Touchstone Books) (2) New Jerome Biblical
Commentary (1989, London, Geoffrey Chapman)
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