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Step One: WeGather in a Welcoming Space

Decide on the best time, before or after school, evening or weekend
Welcomeeveryoneab L dit®b@her@!2 How has life been recerfily

Background

TheExtraordinary Jubilee of Mercy bioly Year of Mercy begavhen Pope Francis opened
GKS 3INBIF G | 2t 2BadslieatRbriey8" QedembeS2015 NaRDoor is only
2LISY SR Ay & LJSaddigoifg thdlgd thedoads ® beNaEmOment that is full of
WINF OSQd asked r such 4 3ly Ridorin every diocese across the world, and
said that\Hinyone who enters will experience the love of @avho consoles, pardons and
instils hopeQ(MV3) He wants everyone not only tcnowthat God loves them, but to
experience 2 Rd¥éin a powerful way.

When things go wrong in our lives, and we make selfish or unkind chaicdssay and do
thingsthat hurt other people, we feel very sad and burdened. We know something Yy 2
right ¢ we have damaged our relationshignd it depresses usle ca feel angry and
disappointed. We can be resentful and judgmentaBut the loving kindness and
compassionof God is so much stronger thasur sorrow, fears, anavrong doing In his
enormous and limitless lov&od reaches oub usthrough Jesusand sets us free from all
the negative consequences of our diealing us and making us whole again

Everyone isnvitedto comeandNB OS A @S D2 RQ& Y S Ntréughlthé R & LJS
experience of entering the Holy Door and spending time in that holy place. Itis hoped
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there will be people there tavelcome, topray and to listenperhaps a guide to opewt
D2RQa f 2 g Siipyare,andBe\Ndpgdrtunityto celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation.

Step Two: We Look At Our Experience

We are going to begin this sessionthbiynking about our livesand whatmight be our own
WK2f & R22NE 2F YSNDeEQ Id K2YSo

T 2 KI{iQa parkKodcomidhiouglthe door and being at homeifter a day at
work orschool, or having been out or away for a whil§/hat sort of place is it?
1 When is it sometimes difficutoming througtthe door at home?
1 Family life is busy, with so many demands. d&uiest,in the midst of all our
busyness, we try and love each other.
02 KSNB R2 @2dz GKAY ] 650 KANISF IKISA yoB 32
athome?2 KAOK A& GKS R22NJ ¢S 02YS {dKNERc
Oly NBlIffe 0% FdAfte YeaStFT KSNBQ
o Which would be the doorway througto the room or rooms where we
experience real kindness?
o Andwhen we have hurt one another, wheesxd whendo we experience
feeling sorry, saying sorry, and being forgiven?

In our Catholic Tradition

Pope St John Paul Ih his teaching document on the famiggysthat the family home or
household is the foundational place where we love one another, and show Jesus Christ
present, not by doing specifically holy things, but by living out our love, which is the centre
of a gowing Christian life, as best we caffe Familiaris Consortio p4t is thenatural
environmentin whichwe give and receive tenderness, forgiveness, resgeiglity and

service $eeCatechisnof the Catholic Churc222).

Pope Francig his announcermnt of the Jubilee of Mercy saidhe mercy of God @ike)
GKFG 2F F FFGKSNI 2NJ I Y20KSNE Y2@QSR G2
0SYRSNySaa FyR O2YLI} aiMVB)Y >~ Ay RdzZ 3SyOS |y

Step Three: We listen z the Word of God (see pictures on back page)

AtthissteppuY A A KGO € A 11SS Q2 A 2gads in ik gBso@telnvite someone
to read the Word of Godlowly, pausing after each verse or couple of vers@sk everyone

to listen and see what catches their attentiok&ither tse a bible, marking the pages in
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advanceg(Gospel of John, Chapter,JandBook of Revelatioh Apbdalws® / K I)adi SN
read from the text box below.

Gospel of John, ChaptdO (verse 7)Jesus spoke n &l truth | tell you, | am the gate of
the sheepfold (verse 911) | am the gateanyone who aters through me will be safe.
Such a one will go in and come out and firesfure. The thief comes only to steal and ki
and destoy; | have comesothat they may have life, and have it to the full. | am the got
shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep-16)l14m the good
shepherd | know my own and my owknow meg just as the Father knows me and |
know the Father andl lay down my life for mgheep. (v 2728) My sheephat belong to
me listen tomy voice; know them, and they follow me. | give theternal life, and they
will never be lostandno one will ever steal them from my hand.

Book of Revelation Chapter Jverse 20Look, | am standing at the door, knocking. If o
2F &2dz KSINER YS OFftftAy3 YR 2L)Sya GKS
side.

(Excerpts fromrheNew Jerusalem Bible, Darton, Longman & Tod, 1985 ©)

Step Four: We Respond

1 What caught your attention in these verses from Scripture?
1 What verse did you like besand can you say why you lik& it
 We noticethatWS 4 dza R2 S &dikeR G Ra BB &K &) Bh2hNIQWIT | §
wonder how a person care aDoor. How can we go through a person who is a
Door?
o Did you know: In biblical times, the sheepfold wascircular wall made of
stoneswith one entrancepoint? ¢ KA & W3 LJIQ 2NJ R22NB | &
safe by the shephel, lying across the entrancdesusk S & ONJR 0 S atheK A Y
Doorcand invites all té¥ O 2 th@ugh med Jesus hasome for the purpose of
0SAY3 WGKS R22NRI YI imko/adhewSvhyioNdeinglJ? a a
Each day we have our way forwatidiough the OpenDoor who is Jesugo
SELISNA Sy OA Yy dmelyp dirSsivedifezodt® fullinoRr
relationships with one another at home, and everywhere else too.

0 Jesus saysot to be afraid.He asks usWhat youare looking for in life? Are
youlost in any way?Are youhungry or thirsty, sick, imprisoned, tired or
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depressed, angry or nervous? However we ardirigeJesus reassures it
the Door is completely OPEMeinvites us to shake off ounsecurities ad
distrust, and come through Hiand be nourished, healed and set free

1 lIwonderwhat happens when you come through this Door that is Jesus, the Good
Shepherd.What do you find?How do you feelAVhat do you do?

1 Think about it the other way roundVhat is like to have Jesus standing at your door,
knockingHow do you open it to check who is ther€an he come in?

Step Five: WeMix it Together

We are invited to makéhis tender,loving kindness o&od a realityn our homes.When

we ourselves, the members of families, our friends and neighboass the thresholdthe
\Woorwaydf our home how do we want them to feelMow doesi KA & WY Sthabid F dz
kind, compassionate, liberating, forgiving, just,dbhappen in action?Who are the

people who might find it difficult to approachknockor come inHow do we look out for

them, or find them2Vhat example does the Good Shepherd, Jesus give us? How might we
follow this example?

1 You might like talesign and decorate a sign of welcome and blesgrathapausing
someofi KS LN} 8SNJ 6Sf2¢> YR KFIy3a AG o0& @
door, the living room or kitchen, or any other door of the house.

Wal e GKA&a K2YS o0S | LXIFOS 2F KIFLILWAYSaa
a home of creativity and kindness, of mercy and forgiveness.
May those who visit us, and those who live here experience blessings and geace

Step Six: What Might We Do Differently Or New This Week?

1 Is there a particulapersonor familywe can invite round or visit
1 Plan a visit to one of the Holy Doors in your diocese, as a family experience.
Encourage friends and other families to go with you.
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Step Seven: We Pray

Leader:[ S Qa &aAG ljdAaSGte F2NI I Y2YSyid | yR NX
I 62dz0 WSadza a WiKS 522NN YR GKS 522 NA
mercy> Wk pray:

Thank you for being with s we gatheherein your name, Lorcedus. Each dayYou are
the OpenDoor,inviting us to step through, to a new way of livinglane and respectrust
and humility, confidence and hop#&lay our familiesand homee openplacesthrough
which others can enter arekperiencehe C | (i KidveNdRdinercyfor them. We make this
prayer through Christ our LordAmen.

God of Surprises!l SNB A& | y2GKSNJ LJX I OS gKSNB (K
the MassIn the Gloria: Word God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, yake away the
AaAya 2F GKS g2NIRX KI @S YSNOe 2y dzaQ

1. 2. 3.

3. Open Door, www.geograph.org.uk

1.By Peter lIstesdvww.canvaz.com/gallery/21148.htfAublic domain via Wikimedia Commons 798005.jpg Wikimedia Commons.

Here are somé&JA O dzNB & Waich orié Ro2yauNilie @rd whyWhat might it be like go
through one of these doors?

2 KSNB INB (KS Wi 2 WhabngightlBe (ketd gbdthidwidNthab Holy O 4
Door? What dgyou expect or hope for? Whaight bethere for you?
2 KO0 | o2dzi @RzND WIKR2IE @S R2 R $IRBNhat B diikeftSgpt W

through that dor and be in that place What do you expect or hope for? Who is there fo
you? Who would you like to invite through your door? Why? How?
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