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We look
What is it like to come through the door at horaéter a long day at worlqr nursery, or

school, or having been oor away forawhile?Wh at ' s it | i ke to be

sometimes difficult to come through the door at home? Family life is bumyt we try to
love each other. How do we show dutrme r ¢ i 7 Which doonatehdbme might be our
“door of me mewho cowmds m cae fed lnvedoand accepted, or forgiven?

We listen

Jesussays 61 am the gate of the sheepfold.
be safe. They can come in and go out and find good food to eat and fresh water
to drink. | have comet o bring everyone a full and happy life. | am the good
shepherd. | lay down my life for my sheep. | am the good shepherd. | know my
sheep and they know me djust like the Father knows me, and | know the Father.
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j And I | ay down my life for my sheep. The sheep that belong to me listen to my
I voice. | know them and they follow me. | give them life on earth and life in

: heaven. They will never be lost. No one will ever steal them from me. Adapted
| from the New Jerusalem Bible Gospel of John, Chapter 10, ver ses 7, 9-11, 1415,
: a7 23

| Book of Revelation , Chapter 3, verse 20 . Look, | am standing at the door,

I knocking. If anyone hears me calling and opens the door, | will come in to share a

|

l_meal with them.

Catholic Trust for England & Wales, 39 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1BX. Registered in England & Wales.
Registered Charity no: 1097482, Company No: 4734592
Marriage & Family Life Project Office Catechesis Development
www.catholcfamily.org.uk



Peter listedvww.canvaz.com/gallery/21148.htfAublic domain via Wikimedia

7A x1T 1T AAO888

Which bit of the story you like best?
Which picture do you like? Why?

What would it be like to@me in or go out of one of thes#oors?

What is it like to come in and go out at home?

At Home
1 When do we need someone to lae
‘“door of | roeaccepy, love,f (
heal, or forgive U3
1 Is there someonsad, or lonely, or
hurtingwho needs our speciabving
attention?

Perhaps arranga special familymealto
celebrate the Year of Mercy, and invite some
family and friends. You could lighttandleon
the table as a sign of love and forgiveness,
using your family bl

before you eat.

Pope Francisaysthat the mercy of God is like
the love ofa father or mother for their child of
children. It is very deep and so much greate
and stronger than any sadness or fear, or
anything we have done wronglesus is the

‘ Domofr * Go d '-ve&e came through him,
and are set free to love everyone!
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1.

You might like talraw and decora a sign of welcome to hang by your front or
back door , vy o usowherdaoyone comés inptleey feey dccepted
and welcome You could use some of these words:

6 ay this home be a place of happiness, of cheerful giving and of hope.
May this home be a place of love, kindness and forgiveness.
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We gather: Decide on the best time before or after school, evening or weekend
for a quiet 1030 minutes together

OAOT «

BackgroundSharea bitof* background’ to the ‘“Holy I

You will find some notes below.
We look at our experience and our Catholic TraditioAsk everyonavhatis the

best part of going through the door at home? When is it hard to go through the door
at home?Where do we have the best time together at home? When we have hurt

one anotherhow does it make us feel? Mgre and when do we feel sorry, say

sorry, and experience being forgivehhi s 1 s ble'i nlgi k' emeJrecsi uf su

Father. What dces everyonehink?
2 S f AainsSy (Readihe stapya For theN@ty young, the pictineight

help to talk aboutthestorgk nd t he i d e ahatafethé gateway to d o o

freedomfrom worries the gateway toliving atpeace,accepting yourself and others

in love—to know and experience that God loves YOU very much too!

Wewonder: Ak t he * wo nde Haveagconvegsatiensaboutthass. .
Pope Francissayk ook at the ‘Pope Franci s’
What catches your attention®™Wh at i s ‘|l ove’ between

we hope for?

Werespond:lo ok at t he —amdtalk &boutrikis. b o x

What difference does this mak2Finally,draw or writeout and decoratd h e °
of blessing’”™ for your own hfoomerback, ort
any other door you have chosen.

We pray: Finish with a simple pray¢see an example below)
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Prayer moment

Let’' s sit quietly for a moment, and r eme
As we thinkabout Jesua s ‘' t hoer D a chaed tlge adors 6f our homesnd
cathedr al s bei,omenandinvidng mito @ dflacehees we show loving
kindness, we pray:

Thank you for being with us as we gather here in your name Lord Jesus. Each day, you ai
the Door the gateway nviting us to step through, iota new way of living and loving, a

new way ofacceptancekindness and respect for others, seeing them with your eyes. May
our families and homes be places through which anyone can come in and experience the
CIiKSNRa 29SS I yR YnakéXoanove anNindick eall twWe maks thisJ
prayer, throughlesus Christ our Lord. Amen

You may like to finish witthe prayerof welcome andlessing thayou hae made for your
home.

Helpful Background
The ‘Extraordinary Yeuwubi lode Mefr'chpeemdeOgSaor o

in Advent, when Pope Francisopeneche gr eat Holy Door in St
Theseopenholyd oor s are a sign of Guoadetheoughdesue an
andHis Body’' , t hat i hueh Wheh dngpneemepthraughdbe t h e

doors, in Rome, or in the cathedral or other specially named piacaur diocess, the

Church wants thento experience the love of Gddrough the welcome and acceptance,

iss eni ng and prayer of the peopl e offor@bd,
Pope Fr aTimeGhsrch svantg © show herself a loving mother to all; patient, kind,
Y2OSR 0@ O2YLI aaAazy | yR 322 Ry Thisloged-I NR a
actionisl i ved out at home, in our —-shagtng howe
one another, and our love comes from GotNVe ourselves are part of this mystery of love

I YR S ymRBeNarRia, &dnily 8.12.1% bibletimes, the sheepfold was a circle of
stone walls with one placetogetinThi s ‘' gap’ or ‘gateway’ W
shepherd lying across it. Jesus says he is the good shepheidthleb gat e’ , and
open. Come ithroughJesus, anéeel safe, loved and acceptedhdn you cardive afull

and happy lifeset free from old habits of sadness, being afraid or angry, arkdnaeand

loving toeveryone else, because yeuperience being slmved!

Catholic Trust for England & Wales, 39 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1BX. Registered in England & Wales.
Registered Charity no: 1097482, Company No: 4734592
Marriage & Family Life Project Office Catechesis Development
www.catholcfamily.org.uk



