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In the parables about mercy, Jesus shows us what God isdikather who never gives up
dzy 0 Af KS KIFr&a F2NBAGSY (GKS gNRYy3I YR 20SN
is always presented as full mfy, especially when he offers forgiveness. In these specia
d02NRASE ¢S & the Gospeél il of Bt lthNAe®use mercy is presented as &
force that overcomes everything, filling the heart with loweaking everything better
through forgiveness(adapted from Pope FranciglV 9)

Step One: WeGather in a Welcoming Space

Decideon the best time, before or after school, evening or weekend
Welcomeeveryoneab L dit@# heBeP Plow has life been receritly

Background

The word mercy i K S @ Siébew, the language of the Old Testament or first part of our
0A0f S®f SkGaRK; the langlages of the New Testament, or second part of our
Christian bible. Both thesgeords have mandifferent meaningsn Englishfor example,
compassiongeeploving kindness, forgiveness, to relieve from sufferidd @ Wa SNOe&
word that tells us something very important about God, and about ourse]ties attitude

2T WYSNDeQ Aa oas @hkighansivie cahmatNdade llindits ¢h BoahoAsT S
always ready to pour out his loving kindness; always seeking out therlasiting

patiently for his loved ones to return, to welcome, embrace and fortfieen. Mercy is the
way God comes to meet us! It is the way God expects us to be as tender, compassionate
and forgivingn our relationships, at home, at work, and in tiweer community.
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Step Two: We Look At Our Experience

We begin this sessiahinking about our livesand whatmight be our owrexperience of
going offtherails@ A G 0 2 NJ | XEdhting to I¢akrd hbrivadr §jBcting ¢ | &
members of the familg and howit feels to say sorryand be forgiven

1 Whatfor youarethe most important thingshat help keep family life going?

1 When you have big decisions to make, how do you make them?

1 How do you handldisagreements between members of tfemily?

1 Have you evewanted to walk out or walk away when things get diffidoit one
reason or another?

71 @S @2dz SOSNI KFR G2 tSG a2vyS8S2yS e2dz f
gone? What about when they come back?ow do you welcome them backibw
does it affectother members of the family?

In our Catholic Tradition

Home is thenatural environmenin whichwe love and accept one another, agi/e and
receive tenderness, forgiveness, respditelity and servicedeeCatechisnof the Catholic
Chuch2222.

¢CKS LI N}YofSa FNBE Walaz2zNASaAaQ (2ftR Ay
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reject this love and to give and receive this love betwearrselves
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I?ope F,ranciin his announcemet pf the Jubilee of Mercy}sait&he mercy of Gpgl i(v:tike), ]
uKIFGaG 2F | FFETUOKSNI 2N I Y2U0KSNE Y2QOSR 02 U
0§SYRSNYySaa yR O2YLI aiqMvBy s AYRdzZ ISyOS |y
Step Three: We listen z the Word of God (see pictures on back page)

AtthissteppuY A I KGO f A 1SS QERA 2izad® in thik sBso@elnvite someone

to read the Word of Godlowly, pausing after each verse or couple of versAsk everyone

to listen and see what catches their attentioiither se a bible, marking the pages in
advance(Gospel dLuke, Chapter 1¥erses 1131)or read from the text box below.

Gospel of LukeChapterl5 (verses 1431) The loving fatherfte lostson and the dutiful san

CKSYy WS&adza alFARZ We¢KSNBE gla F Yy K2 KIR (g2 azyade ¢
SadGradsS GKIG Attt O2YS G2 YSQo {2 GKS TFI iyoshter Rl gdtiogediR
everything he had and left fa distant country where he squandered his money on a life of debauchery. When he had spe
all, that country experienced a severe famine, and now he began to feel the pinch; so he hired titnsetine of the local
inhabitants who put him on his farm to feed the pigs. And he would willingly have filled himself with the husks the pigs we|
eatingbutne2 yS 62dzf R £ Si KAY KIFI@S (KSYO® tKSYy KSQB®IFIKSENBR K
0KS FT22R GKS& gFyd FYR Y2NBZI IyR KSNB Y L Reé&Ay3 2 aveKd
sinned against heaven and against you; | no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as dadDbf KoA NS heYef y
the place and went back to his fatherWhile he was a long way off, his father saw him and was moved with pity. He ran to
02eé3x OflF&ALISR KAY AY KA& | NXa | yR 1 Aa&aasSR avkmanddagaingt yo6. I nokohge
RSaSNWS G2 0S OFftSR &2dz a2y ®Q .dzi GKS FF GKSNJ adtdriRg
on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the calf we have been fattening,lafd kié will celebrate by having a feast,
0SS0l dzaS GKAAa a2y 2F YAYS 61 a RSFR FyR Kra 02YS ot 01 (2




Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way back, as he drew neasube, the could hear music and dancing.
[ FftAy3 2yS 2F (KS aSNWlIyda KS FalSR éKFdG AG ol a ff
KFa {AftSR G4KS OFtF ¢S KFER 0SSy ¥ (4S ywasadgrysh&nGahddsiuSed 1S
goinl YR KA& FIFIGKSNI OFYS 2dzi FyR 06S3ly G2 dzZNBS KAY (2
for you and never once disobeyed any orders of yours, yet you never offered me so much & anlido celebrate with
my friends. But, for this son of yours, when he comes back after swallowing up your propergnd his loose women
82dz {Aff GKS OFIfF 6S KIR 0SSy FILGdSyAyaQd syouksSBuFitwasK|
only right we should celebrate and rejoice, because your brother here was dead and has come to life; he was lost arn
F2dzy ROQ

(Excerpts fronTheNew Jerusalem Bible, Darton, Longman & Tod, 1985 ©)

Step Four: We Respond
1 Whatcaught your attentia in this parabl&
1 Whichbit did you like bestand can you say wiWhich bit was most challengifig
1 What daes thisstory say about family, and the strengtt our love for each other?
1 I wonder, what does it tell usbout God the Fatr?

o Did you know: In biblical times, (and today) normally LISNBE 2y Qa f |
and belongingsvould not be share@ dzi = | & WAYKSNRAGF yOS
died! Soinaway, theyley ISNJ a2y | a|dlya FI2NI WKAW
gl A0 F2NJ é2z2dz 62 RASH L 6Lyl A0 bh?
and we can only imagine the chaos, anger and confusion this would have
caused, not only in the relationships of father ad an,ib@ brother with
brother, and father with elder sotoo. Aso, no doubt the event was seen as
shameful by the neighbours and friends. However, tliefaS ND & o 2 @S
son is stronger than any of thefeelings and he complies with the request,
because he wants his sonlbe free to choosdis way in life

1 1 wonder, in what waydoes this parablechowith you? Whenhaveyou or
someae else in the family made poor choi¢céging greedy or selfisputting
their own needs first before considering tigeod of the wholedmily and the
effect of their actions on everyone else®/hat happen8

f In your experience, hat makes someon&® O2 YS & 8y a WiEgnight
they beWKdzy ANE Q F 2 NXK

Step Five: WeMix it Together

Jesus saysve are free to choose a life turned out towards other, in loving relationship,
with God and with oufamily and friends and those wéS SG > 2NJ I &St FA &k
62dzi YSQ®
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1 | wonder wha happens when we decide to cabackio those we have hurtand
say we are sorfy What does it feel like to be forgivenQr to forgive?

1 What do youhinkis speciabbout thelove of a parer?

T L 62 Y RS Nikeaihe &ldebrotie#? How might we se¢hings differently?
Howdol KS ¥ I (i KS NIeler irathdRelpheie2 G K S

We are invited

1 At home:To think about the different relationships our family and the ways we
love, and say sorry and forgive one anotherf G KSNBX A& | yé Wdzy
perhapsreflect on what we might do to heal tha

Step Six: What Might We Do Differently Or New This Week?

Tt SNKILKA KI@gS || f20Steé FlLYAfteé YSIE (G23¢
member of the family who needs your attention.
T ¢KSNBE YIé& 0S I WNBQOIYORE AW ekl Q. 28d0NE NI

for the Lad) planned in your local areaYou might like to go as a family to one of
(KSaS FyR SELX 2NB (KS RAFFSNByYyG sl ea 3

Step Seven: We Pray
Leader:

[ SGQa &aAd [[dzASGft & FT2NJ I Y2YSyeistared tghg&heNS Y S
As we thinkabout these things, we pray:

Thank you for being with us as we gather here in your name Lord Jaau$iave shown us
what God the Father is like. Help us not to judge one another, and to be more kind, loving
and forgving when we make mistakes and hurt each othday our families ad homes be
places whera@nyone can comand experiencéhroughusi KS CI 1 KSNRa 29
them. We make this prayer, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

God of Surprises!l SN A& | y20KSNJ LX I OS gKSNB K
the Mass.

In the Prayer of the Faithfula 2 YSGA YSa OAYHSKRNMWE KRE Q AHR |
Assembly are asked to pray for the needs of the world, the church arlddhke
community. These includal sorts of events, situationandpeople that we want to ask
D 2 R&@e, mercy, healing and blessing forteAkach intentionthere is a pause, while
everyoneprays silently in their hearts. The reader then salyerd, in your mercy And
SOSNE2YS dHeak gUAINX ¥ SHDIBDK W




https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3AReturn_o

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3A
_the_Prodigal_Son_166I6670_Muillo

Guercino_Return_of_the_prodigal_son.jpg

Here are twapictures ofthe story of the®INE R A 3 Which an2 goqyeb like and why?
What might it be like to be in this pictur&¥here would you be2NVhich character do you
identify with? Imagine yourself in the story. What is your experiengéfat about the
other characters; how do they respond to ycu

1 Whatis it actuallylike to be the son and feel the embrace of the father? What abou
being the Father, holdingour longlost returning sof How doeshe elder brother
feel? What do you want to say to him®hat might the elder brothedo next?

When things have gone wronghaéyou have made mistakes and hurt people, what do yo
expect or hope fowhen you come back to say saPrywwho might be there for you?
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