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 Ȭ,ÉÇÈÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÔÈȭ Á 2ÅÓÏÕÒÃÅ ÆÏÒ 
&ÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 9ÅÁÒ ÏÆ -ÅÒÃÙ  

3ÅÓÓÉÏÎ 4ÈÒÅÅ ÆÏÒ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȡ 4ÈÅ ,ÏÓÔ 3ÏÎȟ 

ÔÈÅ ,ÏÖÉÎÇ &ÁÔÈÅÒ ɀ Á ÐÁÒÁÂÌÅ ÏÆ -ÅÒÃÙ 
 

We look  

Sometimes we hurt each other in the family when we think only about ourselves and what 

we want, and not about other people and what they need.  We can be greedy and want 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ΨƴƻǿΩΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΦ  ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŀƴŘ Ǌǳƴ ŀǿŀȅ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ 

do what we want to do, even if the rest of the family are not happy about it.  What does it 

feel like when things have gone wrong like this?  Have you ever had to let someone you 

ƭƻǾŜ Ǝƻ ŀǿŀȅΚ  ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƴŜΚ  !ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΚ   

We listen   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Gospel of Luke, Chapter 15 (verses 11-31)   The loving father, the lost son and the dutiful son. 

¢ƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ǘǿƻ ǎons.  One day they would inherit everything the father had, and 

share it between them.  But the younger son could not wait that long.  He wanted to see the world and the bright 

lights of the city!  So he ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ΨGive me my share of the money now. Because he loved his son, that is 

what the father did. Soon after, the younger son packed his bags and went travelling. His money ran out pretty 

soon ς parties, shopping, fun.  His new friends left him.  He had no money.  He was alone and had nowhere to go.  

He tried to find work ς and all he could find was a job on a farm outside the city, feeding the pigs.   He was so 

hungry he would gladly have eaten the pigsΩ food, but no-one gave him a thing.  He was very miserable.  He began 

to think about home.  Ψaȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎΩ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ǘƻ ŜŀǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŜ L ŀƳ ǎǘŀǊǾƛƴƎΗΩ   IŜ ǘƘƻǳght about how he 

had wasted Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƘŜ ŦŜƭǘ ŀǎƘŀƳŜŘΦ  Iƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŜ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴΚ    tŜǊƘŀǇs his father would take 

him on as a worker.  At least he would have food and a roof over his head.   Full of sorrow about what he had done, 

he headed for home.   On the way he practiced what he was going to say.   While he was a long way off, his father 

saw him all bedraggled, and his heart went out to him. He ran to the boy and enfolded him in his arms and kissed 

him.  Then his son began to apologise for the way he had behaved.      But the father would not hear a word of it ς 

he had been so sure his son was dead, and here he was alive and home at last!   He was full of joy, and said it was 

time to celebrate.  He ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎΣ άvǳƛŎƪΗ   .ǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘe best robe and put it on him; put a ring on his 

finger and sandals on his feet.  Bring the calf we have been fattening, and kill it;   we will celebrate by having a 

feast, because this son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was lost and is found.  The elder brother 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ  IŜ was out in the fields, and on his way back to the house, he could hear music and dancing.   

/ŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘΦ   ¢ƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ǘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳΣ Ψ¸ƻǳǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ 

ŦŀǘƘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŦ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŦŀǘǘŜƴƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ Ǝƻǘ ƘƛƳ ōŀŎƪ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƴŘΦΩ   He was angry: 

Celebrate? He should be taught a lesson.  His father, noticing his elder son ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǿŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƘƛƳΦ   IŜ 

told him how much he loved him, and always had.  Everything he had ǿŀǎ ƘƛǎΦ  Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ 

brother had done.   The important thing was he was home at last. He had been lost and now was found. 
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We ×ÏÎÄÅÒȣȢȢ 
 

            Which bit of the story you like best? What do you see in the picture?   

What would it be like to be in this story ς as the father?    Or the lost son?   

I wonder, have you ever felt like the elder brother? 

I wonder where the pigsty is?  Have you been to a place like this?                                                               

I wonder where the home is?  I wonder why the father was still waiting? 

  I wonder what the elder brother did next? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

 

 

Remember, Pope Francis says that the mercy 

of God is DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ  

God wants to see us happy, full of joy and 

peaceful.  And as God loves, so do his children.  

²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ΨƳŜǊŎƛŦǳƭΩ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΗ  όa±фύ   

At Home 

You might like to talk about the times when 

we are unkind, or greedy and selfish at home, 

ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ƎŜǘǎ ƘǳǊǘΦ  ²ƘŜƴ Řƻ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ ΨLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 

ŦŀƛǊΩΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊΚ 

Perhaps have some fun choosing parts  and 

acting out or telling the story again together.  

And you could finish with a lovely meal! 
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In this story Jesus shows us 

what God is like 


