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limit himself merely taffirming his love, but makes it visible and tangible. Love, after all,
can never be just something we only think about. By its nature, it is something concret
real ¢ in our intentions, attitudes, and behaviour in everyday. lifee mercy of God is his
loving concern for each one of us. He feels responsible; that is, he desires our wellbeing
he wants to see us happy, full of joy, and peaceful. This is the path which the merciful lo
of Christians must also travel. As thather loves, so do his children. Just as he is merciful,
so we are called to be merciful to each otl{@dapted from Pope FrancislV 9)

Step One: WeGather in a Welcoming Space

Decide on the best time, before or after school, evening or weekend

Welmme everyoneab L dit@# heBe? Plow has life been recertlyAre you ready to
3SG WapgrableR S Q

Background

The story of the Good Samaritan only appears in the Gospel of St Dikeugh this
parable, Jesus teaches agtie priority of love Love of &d, and bve of neighbour The
proof of love of neighbour is shawn WSt ®@AB S | T PaNd inktNsSE igiQused
Ay (KS hédng thdSe iRrieed W 9 f iS and&tftude of mind or d&ngihrough
which we are asketb seeand respond tadhe world aroundus! & G KS WdafiNg RSY
law of justice with mercyit is not to be neglected. It serves ag@aod examination of
conscience!
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Step Two: We Look At Our Experience

We begin this sessiahinking about our livesand whatmight be our owrexperience of
either feeling attacked, robbed and lghysically, spiritudy or emotionally drained
ourseles, omperhapshowwe haved SSy || W3 2 foRmeyiliis aifidaaniize
or the wider community, oifor completestrangersn times of acute suffering or need.

1 What do you think helpgou to respond to someone in needi?hy bother?

1 What can get in the way of you responding to someone in need?

1 When have you been in great need and experienced help? Who helped you and
how?WK Sy KI @S @2dz 0SSy (GKS 2yS (2 NBA&LR

In our Catholic Tradition

The Church teaches that Jesus Christ comes to us in many ways, since all of creation is
Wa I ONIJ Y$hehing ds God2 One of thelysJesus comes is our neighbours that

IS, in our families and in every person we meet. How we treat each person is how we treat
WSadza KAYaStTH Il YR 0KA&A A& y20 2dzad | 062
attention to the needs of the people who o across our path. The parent who spends
GAYS f221Ay3 I T oh#ddbngsidé thelBwin coStiplurfbRidwBoiixBsQ &

0 KS y S & HokkedddaiME: of chargeare both meeting Christ and being Christ. St
Teresa of Avila (1538582)wrote this prayer: oChrist has no bdy now but yours. No

hands, norfeet on earth, but yours. Yours are the eyes through which he looks with
compassion on this world.

Inhist RRNBX&da Ay {0 tSISNRa {ljdzZa N 3 o Fanily 2 6 S
Pope Francisaid WXg¢gS R2 y20 3INRBg Ay OGUKS t20S 27
human relations. For in lawy others, we learn to love Gouh stooping down to help our
neighbour, we are lifted up to God. Through closeness and solidath the poor and

abandoned, (we) come to understatitht it is they who evangelisas,they who help us
ANR G AY KdzYI yAle@ dQ

Step Three: We listen z the Word of God (see pictures on back page)
AtthissteppwuY A A KG € A 1TSS Q2A 2igads in thik gBso@elnvite someone
to read the Gospel passag®wly, pausing after each verse or couple of versask
everyone to listen and see what catches their attentid@itheruse a bible, marking the
pages in advancgospel bLuke, 10:2587) or read from the text boasbelow.

Gospel ofLuke, Chapter 10, verses -3

I G0SIFOKSNJ 2F GKS g atz22R dzLlo IS ¢l a GNBEAY3 (2
WSadza alAR (2 KAYZ WKKHORRAZEGANA WBER KKSWKE | 2Kz |
WeKIFGOGQa GNHMZSZI L R2 (y260 LG Aa G2 t20S GKS [ 2NR
YR Fff @2dz2NJ YAYRQ® lf a2z 9, 2AzAZNHAUGT OR DS WS dzdih v 5
Dothis and you will have life f& @ S NJP Q .dzi GKS YIy glyiSR (G2 &aKz2g
G2 WSadzaz W!yR gK2 Aada Yeé ySA3IKormaNikafgoing dowh the rgadl GosnNJ
Jerusalem to Jericho. Some robbers attacked him. They tore off his clothes and beat him and took everything
Then they I& him lying there, almost dead




It happened that a Jewish priest was going ddhat road. When the priest saw the man who had been hurt
and left lying there halfiead, he walked by on the other side of the road, and went on his way. Next, a Lev
came there. He went over and looked at the man who had been hurt, robbed agrgfthere half dead, and
he walked by on the other side of the road. Then a person who di¢owie from Jerusalem, a \tisi from a
country called Samaria, came travelling down the road. (The Jews did not like the Samaritans and the Sa
did not lke the Jews). When this stranger, the Samaritan, came to where the hurt man was lying, half dea
saw the man and felt very sorry for him. The Samaritan went to him and put medicine on his wounds (in t
days, oil and wine was used) and he bandathpedn. He then put the hurt man on his own donkey and took h
to aninn. At the inn, the Samaritan took care of him that night. The next day, the Samaritan brought out {
AAf OSNI O2Ayasz yR 3L @S GKSY (2 ( Kh& many §ypBspdnibnare
Y2ySe 2y KAYZ L gAff L& Al o001 G2 e2dz 6KSy L
@2dz GKAY]l ¢l & | ySAIKOo2dz2NI 62 GKS YIy ¢gK2 gl a i
onewho!8f LISR KAYQ® WS&ddza &4 AR (G2 KAYI W¢KSy 3I2 |

Scripture quoted from nt er nat i onal Chi |l dr ends (AhjlibisedEditiadecopyriGhe 1991u 1
by Authentic Media. Used by permission. (This version was  translated s olely for children from the original
Hebrew and Greek texts ).

Step Four: We Respond

1 What caught your attentio in this stor? How might you respond to the question of
the lawyer at the start: What must | do train eternal lif@ What do youthink God
expects of us in oulamilies?

1 Who would yodike tobe in this story? Why®ho would you not like to be?

1 Whatmightit belike to be the onénurt by the banditsandleft lyingat the side of

the road half dea® From this positionf the robbed and beaterup personhow do
you see the story now?

f What about being either of thenesg K2 WLJ aaSR o6& 2y GKS
1 l'wonder, what does the storyell usaboutwhatis expected of us as family peoe
W/ KdzZNOK FTRYAfEQ LIS2LI S

o Did you know: In biblical times Levites were men from the tribe of Levi, who
helped the Jewish priests with their work in the Temple. The Samaritans were
people from Samaria. They were part Jewish, but were naed as true
Jews.Jews and Samaritans despised eattter. (In fact the teacher of the law
evenfoundh & RA FFA Odzf G YU ANREIH & Qi K Sg/2 N | W&
of the three had been a good neighbour). In those times, oil and wine were
used agnedicine to clean woundsA denarius was a Roman coin, anwte con
was averageJ- € F2NJ I RIFI&@Qa g2NJ] o
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Registered Charity no: 1097482ompany No: 4734592
Marriage & Family Life Project Offi€atechesis Development
www.catholicfamily.org.uk



Step Five: WeMix it Together

Jesus say® the lawyer: WD2 | YR R2 { Kdstivalylsho® yoar odeMEbsingT Q
compassionate and mercifulSt John of the Cross, friend of St TereSAvila (who wrote

the prayer we looked atearli®¥ &l AR W! & GKS S@SyAy3a 27F f
(Dichos 64)

1 When have we had a similar experience to a character in the story? What
happened?What does it feel like to be in pain, and be ignored? Cra@n
Pdzi AA RSN IthefpR GNB (2 2FFSNJ

1 1 wonder what gets in the way of noticing and responding to the needs of people in
our families, or amongst our neighbowsstranger®

1 What would it be like if the person finding tigured/hurt person was a child?

Weare invited

1 At home:Think aboutwho has helped us through difficult times.owdo wesupport
one another in the familyn difficult times? Sharedeas together, adults and children,
on how we mightbe more aware andctively show we care about other pgle who
are in painful or difficult situations.

Step Six: What Might We Do Differently Or New This Week?

1 Perhapsin your familypr amongst your friends or neighbourthere is someone in
particular in need or hurting.What couldyou do about ithis week/month?

1 How might we get to know one another better in our parasid widercommunity?
Arethere some small stegthat you and your family coulgin in with, or initiate
yourselves?

Step Seven: We Pray

Leader:[ SU Q& &AG | dzA S em@mbér the\stohof the oW Pamaritatand R
all we have shared togethefPausefor thinking back As we thinkabout these things, we
pray:

Thank you for being with us as we gather here in your name Lord Jésasigh our time
together, you have dgened our awareness of how to follow ydeingyour hands and

feet, your eyes, your heart and voicklay our families ad homes be places wheaayone
can comeand experiencéhrough usD 2 RI@& and mercy for them. We make this prayer,
through Jess Christ our Lord. Amen
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God of Surprises!l SNBE A& | y20KSNJ LJX I OS gKSNB (K
the Mass.

I FOSNI GKS WhdzNJ CFUOKSNR (GKS t NASald O2yl
W5St APSNI dzas [ 2NRZ 6S LINF &3 FTNRY SEyhei
help of your mercy we may be always free from sin and safe from al distress, aw we |
G0KS o6f SaaSR K2LS YR GUKS O2YAy3 27F 2 dz

http://www.wikimedia+commons+public https://www.wikimedia+commons+public
domain delacroix Samaritan (1849) domain Ferdinand Holder Samaritan (1885)

Here are twopictures ofthe ® 2 2 R { | .YWhNoid dg ypu like and why®hat might
it be like to be in this picture®here would you be2Vhich character do you identifyith,
whether visible in the picture, or n8t Imagine yourself in the story. What is your
experience?What about the other characters, visible, or nogw do they respond to ydu

T | wonder vhatA Ua€idallyliketo be theone lyng at the side of theoad, beaten up
and robbedinneedofhelp?2 K2 N8 (0KS Wol yRAGAQ 2N

T L 62y RS Nikedokbe the ok wHd &omes along and passe£Byhywould you
pass by?

 IwondervhatA G Q& f He prie whibBtops &hd tielps?

When someone is ineed and is either ignored, or helpedhat changesn the heart of
(1)the onewho is helpe@ (2)the Priest?(3)the Levite?4)theW3I2 2 R Yy SA IKO
helps? (5) You?How might you see the world a bit differently?

How can we benore aware, and bedively supportive of others, in our families, and in the
parish and wider community?




