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2016. On that day.. we shall be filled, above all, with a sense of gratitude and
thanksgiving to the Most Holy Trinity for having granted us an extraordinary time of grace
We will entrust theife of the Church, all humanity, and the entire cosmos to the Lordship o
Christ, asking him to pour out his mercy upon us like the morning dew, so that everyor
may work togéher to build a brighter futureX steeped in mercy, so that we can go out to
every man and woman, bringing the goodness and tenderness of God! May the balm ¢
mercy reach everyone, both believers and those far awag, sign that the Kingdom of
God is already present in our midstQ
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Step One: WeGather in a Welcoming Space

Decide on the best tim meet, before or after shool, evening or weekend
Welcomeeveryoneap L dit€d he®eR Pow has life been receritly

Background

The Gospel o6t. Matthew is the gospel of th&ingdom of Go@x through Jesus, God is
presenE FNRBY (KS 0SIAYYAY PDRvEL-dEDY YiI2y daSKEY Sy
Jesus, promising to be with us always. This promise of Christ present wihtumsies to

be made real in families and communitidswn the ages to our own dayguiding our lives,
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accompanying us in joys and sorrqwsacing us with the ability tmve andreconcile, and

to make decisions. In MatthewQ&a 3I2aLJSt X WSadza A& | f NB
WiAY3IR2YQ 2F f20S I|yR YSNDes 2 deachingCefd |
enoouraging us to live a lifeurned out towards others, with the common good at heart.
CKAA A& UGUKS ¢gl@& 6S oNRARY3IA (K Ss WerpsadiR therOut 2
Father @2 2 R ¢ 2 Ndpautiul { IANBS Wg S RR AMf A2:18 khridJd Soyirdeiof)
energy, likethe WilQ A y -fashionedl&ntp - the fuel that keepst shining out, giving
light. At the end of our earthly lives, we will hear from Jesus that when we did any goo
work for another person, weid it for Jesus himself. (Mt 245)

Pope Francis asks us tpem our hearts to those living on the edges in uncertain and
painful situations, those without a voice because their cries are drowned out by
indifference ¢ to busy or hareK S NISR (2 y20A0Ss 2NJ AF ¢
respondb Wal & gt&theMBrtd Guppo thiem so they can feel the warmth of our
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Step Two: We Look At Our Experience
[ SG Q& & G adalt buyliResan&vihgirhight be our owrexperienceof living the
ways of the Kingdom of God.

1 What would you say are éhsigns of love and mer@gtive in your family?

2 KIG FNB GKS WLI Ay FdzZ Qorardfacisy G A2y a OKI i
| 26 R2 &2dz WOAYR dzLJ 0NR{1SY KSIENIa&aQ Ay
How doyour family and other families together support one another?

What about in the parisikqg how do you support one another?

1 What about people who fean the edge; in our families?r our parishes?

= =4 =4 =4

In our Catholic Tradition

In his preaching and action Jesubasvs us the way to be. We are called to wake up,
rediscover,NE ¥t SO0 YR GKSYy '/ ¢ 2y ¢gKIFEG GKS /¢
& LIA N (0 dz £ & 2tiNtkedl the2 HEingry, $iMSQIENR to the thirsty, clothe the naked,
welcome the stranger, heahe sick, visit the imprisoned, bury the dead, counsel the
doubtful, teach and overcome ignorance, caution people on thengrtrack, comfort
anyone in distress of any kind, forgive those who offend, reject anger and violence and «
patient with anyonewho speaks or acts against us, and pray for people living and dead.
SIFOK 2F (KS&aS WitAGGES 2ySaQs t Rdus prépiie i OA
f SIS GKAa tAFSE 6S gAft 0S 2dzRISRIMVES) K
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When a family is welcoming and reaches out to others, especibflypbor and the

~ - s A
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(FC #9) SeePope Francisihe Joy of Love, #324

Step Three: We listen z the Word of God (see picture on final page)
AtthisstepyuY A I KGO f A 116 &2 Bzhddin ik @souitelnvite someone
to read the Gospel passag®wly, pausing after each verse or couple of versask
everyone to listen and see what catches their attenti@itheruse a bible, marking the
pages in advancgsospel 6Matthew 25:3440) or read from the text box below.

Gospel ofMatthew, Chapter 25:3446 Jesuss teaching about his kingdom, and at the end of time
Jesus, the King, will sit on his great throne and all the people of the world will be gathered before him
will separate them into two groupslike a shepherd separates the sheep from the goa@ite sheep or
WI22R 4BRILIBOI yR 2y KAEA NAIKIZ yR GKS 321 G4
¢tKSY GKS YAy3a gAaftt areée G2 (0KS 322R LIS2I|
blessing. Come and receive the kingdom God has prepared for ymutkaworld was
made. | was hungry and you gave me food. | was thirsty and you gave me something
drink. | was alone and away from home, and you invited me into your house. | was w
clothes and you gave me something to wear. | was sick andared for me. | was in
prison and you visited me.

¢CKSY (0KS 3J22R LIS2LX S gAft | yagSNE W[ 2NJ
When did we see you thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you i
and away from home andwite you into our house? When did we see you without cloth
and give you something to wear? When did we see you sick or in prison and care for
¢tKSY GKS YAy3 gAff FyagSNE WL GSff @&2dz
youd 42 RARCREW WEHQYAy3I gAaft ale (2 (K2
said that you will be punishedl.was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat. | was thirsi
and you gave me nothing to drink. | was alone and away from home andigmot invite
me into your house. | was without clothes, and you gave me nothing to wear. | was si
AY LINARaAz2Yy YR @2dz RAR y2id OF NB3Wordavhen B ¢
4SS GKS&asS (KAy3a yR yRil RES ENE 2WK QG S ¢
@2dz NBFdzaSR (2 R2 F2NJlyeé 2F Yeé LIS2LXx S
go off to be punished forever. BUtKS 322 R LIS2LX S gAtf 32
Scripture quoted fromnternational Chi | dr ends Bi bl e, pheglicisad Editiony aogyright d995hy o n

Authentic Media. Used by permission. (This version was translated solely for children from the original Hebrew
and Greek texts).




Step Four: We Respond
1 Whatcaught your attentia in this story
1 Who would yodike tobe in this story? Why?
1 Who would youwnot like to be? Why?

Step Five: We Mix it Together
Most of the time, we are unconsciously getting on with the business of feeding and clothing
and caring for family members. However, sometinmesur families i® possible to be so
caught up in our routines and the demands of,ld@d our own selfishness todhat we
canfail to notice the pain that is going on, and the silent cries for help, from our children,
our parents, our siblings and wider. And then, there are there are the challenging,
uncertain and painful situations the world around us. Do we notice? What can we do?
T WK GQ&a A0 f A7 Sinpad, atddeone fatigsRSR | Yy R
1 Who is in pain of any kind in your family? And amongst your friends?
T 2KFEG LI NODAOdzE F NI Wg2NJ 2F YSoieQ Aa ONZ
1 What about more widely, what situations have touched your conscience? What
Wg2dzy R&Q 2 NJ adzF T RdyhayeBeerRdliffeiedtda? O KA Y 1 & 2«
Weare invited
1 At home: Consider all the different members of the family, immediate and wider,
andwhoy SSR& @2dzNJ t 20S FyR OFNB | GKS Y2
SRISQ 2F FlLYAf& 2N 02 YYdzy A Whatstays Wihyou ¥ 2 |
from the conversation? What needs to chandge&n we say sorry to those we have
hurt or when we hag failed to notice their pain?

Step Six: What Might We Do Differently Or New This Week?

T | wonder vhatyouyour familycoulddo toNE I OK 2 dzi +FyR 2 FFSNJ
LINBEaSy OS> 2dzNJ FNASYRAE KA LW®thelfamily? miti8 C NI
community? More widely?
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1 How can the cries of people in painful situations become our owriif®d Wéeddo be
acknowledged? Who needsir voice to speak up for thera,word of consolationpr
our kindness to welcome and accept them?

2 KIFG & LIS O AoFrefdy céhYive padtidiphtg @ or develop from scratch in our
family or parish or community?

Step Seven: We Pray

Leader: [ S0 Q& &aAd | dzi S thihkihg ab@uiNdl we hawe ¥rargdaid
remembeing the storyof the end of tm& | & 1 Ay 3 KRSIIYNEBAE BISHS W2 S ¢
and listening to his replyCan werecogniseHis presence in everyone we meeind know

that whatever we do to love andace for others, we do foChrist? Jesus is with us always,
giving us the strength and powerwe need tobe compassionate and mercifuin our
families, amongst friends and strangepsuring out theboundless love and mercyf our
Heavenly Father. Péusefor thinking back As we thinkabout these things, we pray:

You are with ugas we gather here in youame Lord Jesuslhrough our time together, you
have deepened guawareness of how to live out in our daily lives the mercy which the
Fatherconstantly extends to everyonesurprise us Lord, as we open our hearts to the love
and mercy you share with usMay it be like a springf water welling up in us; a spring

that will never run dry, no matter how many people draw from it. May we newosy fjred

of being merciful. May wbe patient in offering compassion and comfort. e Vake this
prayer, throudpn Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen (Adapted from MV25)

You may like to conclude the session with the Blessing in God of Surprises, below

God of Surprises!in the Roman Missal there are many options for the Solemn Blessit
the end of Mass. Here is one for use in Ordinary time, and very apt for praying in thig
FAYIE W[AIKG F2NIGKS thFH0IKQ aSaarizyo

May the Lord blesgou and keep you. R. Amen

May helet his face shine upon you and show yourhexcy. R. Amen

May he turn his countenance towards you and give you his peace. R. Amen
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For each picture:

What might it be like to be in this picture?
Where would you be? Imagine yourself in
the story. What is your experience? What
about the other characters, visible, or not,
how do they respond to you?

1 I wonder, wherhave you or someone
close to you have suffered pain
mental or physical? How dmu see
the worldwhen you are sufferirg
How do you see Jesus? How do yoy
see the people of the community?
How do they see you?

How can we be more aware, and be active
supportive of people who areoundedor
suffering in any wayn our familiesand in
the parish and wider community? What
about people who ee isolatedhomelessin
prison, or living in poverty? How can we
help any one of thesg

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6Sakub Schikaneder All Souls' Daypg

and lost

Anold widow standing in a graveyard on All Souls Dayerebering those she has loved
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